





B L A 

U« the cyJil.'i.B of their flowers and pods will make a pretty 
variety. Millar. 

BLADE, n.f. [bl.tb, bleb. Sax. bled , Fr.] The fpire of grafs 
before it grows to feed ; the green fhoots of corn which rife 
irom the feed. I his feems to me the primitive fignification of 
the word blade ; from which, I believe, the blade of a fword 
was fir ft named, becaufe of its fimditude in fhape; and, from 
the blade of a fword, that of other weapons or tools. 

I here is hardly found a plant that yieldeth a red juice in the 
blade or ear, except it be the tree that beareth far.guis draco- 

>IIS ’ _ Eecon. 

Sends in his feeding flocks betimes, t’ invade 
I he rifingbulk of the luxuriant blade. Dry den's Georg. 

If we were able to dive into her fecrct rccefles, we fhould 
find that the final left blade ofgrafs, or mod contemptible weed, 
lias its particular ufe. S wft on the Faculties of the Mind. 

Hung on every fpray, on every blade 
Of grafs, the myriad dewdrops twinkle round. Tlmnfon. 
Blade. n.f. [hlatte, Germ, blad, Dutch.] 

i. The {harp or linking part of a weapon or inflrumcnt, diftin& 
irom the handle. It is ufually taken for a weapon, and fo call- 
ed probably from the likenefsof a fword blade to a blade of grafs. 

He fought all round about, his thirfty blade 
To bathe in blood of faithleis enemy. Fairy fifteen, b. i. 

She knew the virtue of her blade , nor would 
Pollute her fabre with ignoble blood. Dryden’ s Hind and P. 

Be his this fword, whofc blade of brafs difplays 
A ruddy gleam ; whofe hilt a filver blaze. Pope. 

1. A brifk man, either fierce or gay, called fo in contempt. So we 
fay mettle for courage. 

You’ll find yourfelf miflaken. Sir, if you’ll take upon you to 
judge of thefe blades by their garbs, looks, and outward ap- 
pearance. ' L' EJl range. 

Then turning about to the hangman, he faid, 

Difpatch me, I pri’thce, this troublefome blade. Prior. 

Bi.ade of the Shoulder. } n. f. The bone called by anatemifts the 


Bla'debone. 


fcapula, or fcapular bone. 


He fell mofl furioufly on the broiled relicks of a fhoulder of 
mutton, commonly called a b/adebone. Pope. 

To Blade, v. a. [from the noun.] To furnifh, or fit with a 
blade. 

Bla'ded. adj. [from blade.’] Having blades or fpires. 

Her filver vifage in the wat’ry glafs, 

Decking with liquid pearl the bladed grafs. 

Shakefp. Midfummer Night's Dream. 
As where the lightning runs along the ground. 

Nor bladed grafs, nor bearded corn fucceeds. 

But feales of feurf and putrefaction breeds. Dryden. 

Blain .n.f. [blcgene, Sax. bleyne, Dutch.] A pitftulc ; a botch ; 
a blifter. 

Itches, blains , 

Sow all th’ Athenian bofoms, and the crop 

Be general leprofy. Shakefp. Timon. 

Botches and blains mull all his flcfli imbofs. 

And all his people. Milton s Par. Lofl , b. xii. /. 180. 

Whene’er I hear a rival nam’d, 

I feel my body all inflam’d ; 

Which breaking out in boils and blains. 

With yellow filth my linen ftains. Swift. 

Bla'mable. adj. [from blame.] Culpable; faulty. 

Virtue is placed between two extremes, which are on both 
fides equally blamable. Dryden' s Dufrcfnoy. 

Bla'm abi.eness. n.f. [from blamable.] Fault; the Hate of be- 
ing liable to blame. 

Bl am ably. adv. [from blamable.] Culpable; in a manner 
liable to cenfure. 

A procefs may be carried on againft a perfbn, that is mali- 
cioufly or blamably abfent, even to a definitive fentence. Ayliffe. 
To BLAME, v. a. [bUnner, Fr.] 

1. To cenfure; to charge with a fault: it generally implies a 
flight cenfure. 

Our pow’r 

Shall do a court’fv to our wrath, which men 

May blame, but not controul. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Porphyrius, you too far did tempt your fate ; 

■'Pis true, your duty to me it became ; 

But praifing that, I ’muft your conduit blame. 

Dryden s Tyrannic! Love. 
Each finding, like a friend, 

Something to blame , and fomething to commend. Pope. 

2. To blame has ufually the particle/^ before the fault. 

The reader muft not blame me for making ufe here, all along 
of the word fentiment. Locke. 

3. Sometimes, but rarely, of. 

Tomoreus he blam'd oj inconfiderate rafhnefs, for that he 
would bufy himfelf in matters not belonging to his vocation. 

7 Knolless Hi ft or y oj the T urks. 

Blame, n.f. [from the verb.] 

I . Fault ; imputation of a fault. 

In arms, thepraife of fuccefs is fhared amongft many ; yet 

tlie blame of mif.id ventures is charged upon one. 

Sir J. Hayward. 


B L A 

1 hey lay the blame on the poor little ones, foir.etimes mt 
fionately enough, to divert it from themfclves. if f 

2. Crime ; that which produces or deferves cenfure. 

W ho would not judge us to be difeharged of all U an , 
which are confeft to have no great fiiult, even by their very 
word and tcllimony, in whofe eyes no fault of ours hath cvj r 
hitherto been accuilomed to feem fmall. Hooker , b. v. & 2 -. 

I unfpeak mine own detraction ; here abjure '* 

The taints and blames I laid upon myfelf, 

For ilrangcrs to my nature. ' Shakefp. Macbeth 

3. Hurt. 

Therewith upon his crcft, 

V' ith rigour fo outrageous he fmit, 

7 hat a large fharc it hew’d out of the reft, 

And glancing down his ftiield, from /lame him fairly b!cft. 

Fairy Queen, b.i. cant. ii. flams. 18. 

4. There is a peculiar ftruCture of this word, in which it is not 
very evident whether it be a noun or a verb ; but I conceive it 
to be the noun. To blame, in French, a tort. 

You were to blame, I muft be plain with you. 

To part fo fiightly with your wife’s firft gift. 

Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

I do not afk whether they were miftaken ; but, on fuppofi- 
tion they were no:, whether they were to blame in the manner. 

StiliingfteeL 

Now we fhould hold them much to blame. 

If they went back bcforc-they came. Prior. 

Bla'm E iul. adj. [from blame and full.] Criminal; guilty; 
meriting blame. 

Is not the caufer of thefe timelefs deaths, 

As blameful as the executioner ? Shakefp. Richard III. 

Bluntwitted lord, ignoble in demeanour. 

If ever lady wrong’d her lord fo much. 

Thy mother took into her blameful bed 

Some ftern untutor’d churl. Shakefp. Henry VI. p. ii. 

Bla'meless. adj. [from blame.] 

1. Guiltlefs; innocent; exempt from cenfure or blame. 

She found out the righteous, and preferved him bUmclefs un- 
to God. IVifdom, x. 5, 

The flames afeend on either altar clear, 

While thus the blamelcfs maid addrefs’d her pray’r. Dryder. 
Such a leflening of our coin will deprive great numbers of 
blamclefs men, of a fifth part of their eftates. Locke. 

2. Sometimes it is ufed with of. 

We will be blamclefs of this thine oath. Jojhua, ii. 17. 

Bla'melesly. adv. [from blamclefs.] Innocently; without 
crime. 

It is the wilful oppofing explicit articles, and not the not 
believing them when not revealed, or not with that conviction, 
againft which he cannot blamelejly , without pertinacy, hold out, 
that will bring danger of ruin on any. Hammond's Fundamentals. 

Ela'm elesness. n.f. [from blamclefs.] Innocence; exemp- 
tion from cenfure. 

Having rcfolved, with him in Homer, that all is chargeable 
on Jupiter and fate, they infer, with him, the blamelejnefs of 
the inferiour agent. Hammond's Fundamentals. 

Bla'mer. n.f. [from blame.] One that blames or finds fault; 
a cenfurer. 

In me you’ve hallowed a pagan mufe. 

And denizon’d a ftrangcr, who, miftaught 

By blamers of the times they marr’d, hath fought 

Virtues in corners. Donne. 

Blamkwo'rthy. adj. [from blame and worthy.] Culpable; 
blameable ; worthy of blame or cenfure. 

Although the fame fhould be blameworthy, yet this age hath 
reafonably well forborn to incur the danger of any fuch blame. 

Hooker, b. v. § 1 2. 

To BLANCH, v. a. [ blanchir , Fr.] 

1 . To whiten ; to change from fome other colour to white. 

You can behold fuch fights. 

And keep the natural ruby of your cheeks. 

When mine is blanch'd with fear. Shakefp. Mackth. 

■A way of whiting wax cheaply may be of uie ; and vve have 
fet down the praCIice of tradefmen who blanch it. . Boy.e. 

And fin’s black dye feems blanch'd by age to virtue. 

Dryden' s Spanijb Friar. 

2 . To flrip or peel fuch things as have hufks. 

Their fuppers may be bisket, raifins of the fun, and a ew 
blanched almonds. JVlfemari s huigcry. 

3. To obliterate ; towafhout; to balk; to pafs over. 

The judges thought it dangerous to admit ifs and anus, 0 
qualify treafon ; whereby every one might exprefs his ma 
and blanch his danger. Bacon s Henry • 

You arc not tranfported in an action that warms tie 
and is appearing holy, to blanch, or take for admitted, t y P®? 

of lawfulness. Bacon's Holy Da,. 

To Blanch, -u. n. To evade ; to {hi ft ; to fpcak foit. 

Opt i mi conftliarii mortui ; books will fpcak plain, w icn j, a(0 , u 
fcllors blanch. _ n-a 

Bla'ncher. n.f [from blanch.] A whitener. 

BLAND, adj. [blandus, Lat.] Soft; mild; gentle. 

In 
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In her face excufe 

Came prologue ; and apology too prompt ; 

Which, with bland words at will, flie thus add rc.su; 

Milton’s Par. Lojl, b. ix. /. 8 5 j . 
An even calm 

Perpetual reign’d, fave what the zephyrs bland 
Breath'd o’er the blue expanfe. Thomfon s Spi mg. 

To Bla'ndish. v. a. [bland! a,- , Lat.] To fmooth ; toioitcn. 

I have met with this word in no other paflage. 

Muft’ring all her wiles, 

With blandijh'd parleys, feminine aflaults. 

Tongue-batteries, fhe furceas’d not day nor night, 

To itorm me over-watch’d, and wcary’d out. 

Milton's Agomfles , I. 402. 

Blandishment, n.f. [from bland, Jh ; blandiiiet, Lat.] 

1. A& of fondnefs ; exprelfion of tendernefs by gefture. 

The little babe up in his arms he hent. 

Who, with fweet pleafure and bold blandijhment, 

’Gan fmile. Fairy Qiieen, b. ii. c. h.Jlanz. 1. 

Each bird and beaft, behold 
Approaching two and two ; thefe cow’ringlow 
With blandijhment. Milt. Paradlfe Lojt, b. viii. /. 351. 

2. Soft words; kind fpecehes. 

He was both well and fair fpoken, and would ufe ftrange 
fweetnefs and blandijhment of words, where he defired to effect 
or perfuade any thing that he took to heart. Bacon's FI. V II. 

3. Kind treatment; carefs. 

Him Dido now with blandijhment detains ; 

But I fufpebt the town where Juno reigns. Dryden' s Virgil. 
In order to bring thofe infidels within the wide circle of 
whigsiifti community, neither blandijhment s nor promifes are 
omitted. Swift's Examiner, N' 47. 

BLANK, adj. [ hlarn , Fr. derived by Menage from Atbianus , thus : 
Albianus, albianicus , bianicus, biancus, bianco, Uanictu, b/ancus , 
blanc ; by others, from blanc, which, in Danifli, fignifics finn- 
ing ; in conformity' to which, the Germans have blancker, to 
fine ; the Saxons, blsecan ; and the Englifh, bleach, to whiten.] 

1. White. 

To the blank moon 

Her office they preferib’d : to th’ other five 

Their planetary motions. Par ad. Loft, h. x. /. 656. 

2. Without writing ; unwritten ; empty of all marks. 

Our fubftitutes at home {hall have blank charters, 
Whereto, when they know that men are rich, 

They {hall fubferibe them for large fums of gold. 

Shakefp. Richard II. 

Upon the debtor fide, I find innumerable articles ; but, upon 
the creditor fide, little more than blank paper. Addifon. Spcftat. 

3. Confufed ; crufhcd ; difpirited ; fubdued ; deprefied. 

There without fuch boaft, or fign of joy. 

Solicitous and blank, he thus began. Par. Regained, b. ii. 

Adam foon as he heard 
The fatal trefpafs done by Eve, amaz’d, 

Aftonied flood, and blank, while horrour chill 
Ran through his veins, and all his joints relax’d. 

Milton's Paradlfe Lojl, b. ix. /. 888. 
But now no face divine contentment wears ; 

’7 is all blank fadnefs, or continual fears. Pope. 

4. Without rhiine; where the rhime is blanched, or mi fled. 

Fhe lady {hall fay her mind freely, or the Hank verfe {hall 
halt for it. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Long have your ears been fill’d with tragick parts; 

Blood and blank verfe have harden’d all your hearts. 

Addifon' s Drummer, Prologue. 
Our blank verfe, where there is no rhime to fupport the ex- 
preffion, is extremely difficult to fuch as are not mailers in the 
tongue. Addifon' s Remarks on Italy. 

Blank, n.f. [from the adjcitivc.J 

1. A void {'pace. 

I cannot write a paper full as I ufed to do ; and yet I will 
not forgive a blank of half an inch from you. ' Swift. 

2. A lot, by which nothing is gained ; which has no prize mark- 
ed upon it. 

If you have heard your general talk of Rome, 

And of his friends there, it is lots to blanks 
My name hath touch’d your ears. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

In fortune’s lottery lies 

A heap of blanks, like this, for one fmall prize. Dryden. 

The world the coward will defpife. 

When life’s a blank, who pulls not for a prize. Dryden 

3 - A paper from which the writing is effaced. 7 

She has left him 
The blank of what he was ; 

I tell thee, eunuch, Ihc has quite unmann’d him. Dryden 

4 - A paper unwritten ; any thing without marks or characters. 

Tor him, I think not on him ; for his thoughts, 
ould they were blanks, rather than fill’d with me. 


Omiflion to do wha, i. necoffirv ,' ^ 
1 s a commiffion to a blank of dang 

Pr-T . j ^ ?!; t * le k°°k of knowledge fair, 

1 rdented with an univerfal blank 


Seals 
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Of nature’s works, tome expung’d and ras’d. 
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A life fo fpent is one great Hank, which, though not u.ottcd 
with fin, is yet without any charters ot gn« or m ^ ^ 

. -fj ic point to which an arrow is dirc&ed ; io called, becaufe, 

■*' to be more viiible, it was marked with white. 

Sian I or, 

Whofe whifper o’er the world’s diameter, 

As level as the cannon to his blank, . 

7’ranfports its poifon’d fliot. Shakefp. Ha .. 

6. Aim ; fliot. 

The harlot king 

Is quite beyond my aim; out of the blank 

And level of my brain. _ Shakefp. II niter s Tale. 

I have fpoken for you all my bell. 

And flood within the blank of his difpleafure, 

For my free fpecch. Shakefp. Othello. 

Object to which any thing is directed. 

Sec better, Lear, and let me itill remain 

7 'lie true blank of thine. _ _ _ Shakefp. King Lear. 

To Blank, v. a. [from blank; blanchir, it r.] 

1. 7’o damp ; toconlule; todifpirit. 

Each oppofite, that blanks the face of joy. 

Meet what I would have well, and it deftroy. Shakefp. Hcml. 

Dagon muft ftoop, and fhall ere long receive 
Such a difeomfit, as {hall quite defpoil him 
Of all thefe boafted troph.ics won on me, . 

And with confufion blank his worfhippers. Milton s Agonifl. 
If the atheift, when he dies, fhould find that his foul remains; 
how will this man be amazed and blanked ? Titlotfon. 

2. To efface ; to annul. 

All former purpofes were blanked, the governour at a bay, 
and all that charge loll and cancelled. Spenfer on Ireland. 

Bla'nket. n.f. [ blanchctte , Fr.] 

1. An woollen cover, foft, and loofely woven, fpread commonly 
upon a bed, over the linen Uiect, tor the procurement ot 
warmth. 

Nor hcav’n peep through the llanlet of the dark. 

To cry, hold ! hold ! Shakefp. King Lear. 

The abilities of man muft fall fliort on one fide or other, like 
too fcanty a blanket when you are abed ; if you pull it tipon 
your {boulders, you leave your feet bare ; if you chruft it down 
upon your feet, your fhoulders are uncovered. Temple. 

Himfelf among the ftoried chiefs he fpies. 

As from the blanket high in air he flics. Pope's Dunciadi 

2. A kind of pear, fometimes written blanquct. See Pear. 

To Bla'nket. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To. cover with a blanket. 

My face I'll grime with filth ; 

Blanket my loins ; tie all my hair in knots. Sk. King Lear. 

2 . To tofs in a blanket, by way of penalty or contempt. 

Ah, oh ! he cry’d, what ftreet, what lane, but knows 
Our purgings, pumpings, blanketings, and blows ? Pope. 
Bla'nkly. adv. [from blank.] Ih a blank manner ; with white- 
nefs ; with palenefs ; with confufion. 

To Blare, v. n. [blaren, Dutch.] To bellow; to roar. Shinn. 
7 ’o BLASPHE'ME. v. a. [blafphemo, low Lat. ] 

1. To fpcak in terms of impious irreverence of God. 

2. To fpeak evil of. 

7 'he tmeft ifluc of thy throne. 

By his own interdiction {lands accurs’d. 

And does blafpbcme his breed. Shakef. Macbeth. 

Thole who from our labours heap their board, 
Blafpbcme their feeder, and forget their lord. Pope's Odyffey. 
To Blasphe'me. v. n. 7 o fpcak blafphemy. 

Liver of blafpheming Jew, 

Gall of goat, and flips of yew. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

I punifhed them oft in every fynagojue, and compelled them 
to blafpbcme. “ Alls, xxvi. 1 1 . 

Llasphe mer. n.f. [from blafphemc . ] A wretch thatfpeaksof 
God in impious and irreverent terms. 

. was before a blafphcmer, and a perfecutor, and iniu- 
nous. . 

r.\en that L.ajphcmcr himfelf would inwardly reverence him, 
as he in his heart really defpifes him for his cowardly bafe 
lueiice. South 

Deny the curft blafphemer's tongue to rage. 

And turn God’s fury Irom an impious age. Tick ell. 

Should each blafphemer quite efcape the rod, 

Becaufe the infult’s not to man, but God. Pete- 

Bla sphemous. adj. [from blafpbcme. It is ufually fpoken with 
he accent on the firft fyllable, but ufed by Milton with it on 
the iecond.] Impioufly irreverent with regard to God. 

O man, take heed how thou the gods do move 
To caufe full wrath, which thou canft not refill • * 
B:afphemous words the fpeakcr vain do prove. Sidney b ii 
And dar ft thou to the Son of God propound, " ' 

I o v.’orfhip tnec accurft; now more accurft 
lor this attempt, bolder than that on Eve 
And more blafphemous ? Milton's Paradlfe Refined, b iiL 
A man can hardly pafs the ftreets, without having Ms ec s' 
grated with fuch horrid and blafphemous oaths and curL S 


Par. Lojl, 7 ’hat any thing tliat wears the name of a chriftian, or but of 


man. 


